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Purpose

The Adaptive Management Program:

• Helps direct expenditures

• Provides an objective, science-based 
approach to the implementation of the 
MSHCP

• Ensures an adaptive management 
approach to all management actions

• Lead projects that further the MSHCP
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Goals and Objectives Revisions



Goals and Objectives Revisions



Overview

• Purpose 

• Goals and Objectives

• Adaptive Management 
Process

•
•

• Translocation

• Volunteering

• Website Updates



Connectivity



Connectivity - Culverts

• 12% of passable culverts and 10% of all 
culverts are connected to the tortoise 
fencing in NV

• 18% of passable attached culverts have 
a drop off on one side and 46% of all 
culverts



Connectivity Solutions Project

Objectives

• Create a fire management plan for Clark County.

• Reassess all culverts associated with fencing to see how time affects 
passability.

• Attach tortoise fencing to culverts indicated as passible by previous 
assessments and in high value tortoise habitat

• Determine how long it takes for tortoises to start using culverts once 
fences are reconnected.
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Desert Tortoise Predators Study

Conclusions

• Ravens and Coyotes are subsidized near 
Boulder City

• 32% of raven pellets and 16% of Coyote 
scat had DNA markers for desert tortoise

Management Recommendations

• Reduce availability to human subsidies

• Techno-Tortoise aversion training

• Handheld laser

• Lethal removal (last resort)



Predator- Prey Dynamics

Conclusions

• Jackrabbit decline was strongly related to 
the drought

• Coyote populations were not tied to 
drought effects

• Subsidies are an issue 

Management Recommendations

• Limit access to subsidies

• Weaponize focal tortoise

• Coyote reproductive interference



Subsidized Predator Management

Objectives

• Implement city wide measures to reduce Raven access to food and 
water and educate residents

• Create new signage along Highway 95 to discourage littering.

• Deploy modified version of the Techno-Tortoises to deter predators

• Utilize lasers to prevent ravens from building nests near the BCCE.

• Determine effectiveness of management actions.
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BCCE Translocations

Fall 2022

• 5 tortoises removed from 
construction sites

• 26 tortoises from USGS

Fall 2023

• Up to 52 tortoise to be released 
mostly juveniles



Translocation Plan Update

Objectives

• Determine densities of tortoises on the BCCE

• Determine health status of tortoise on BCCE

• Create an updated translocation plan
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Desert Tortoise Volunteers

bit.ly/DCPBiologistVolunteers

• Upcoming translocation to 
the BCCE (end of 
September beginning of 
October)
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Website Updates

Welcome to Clark County, NV (clarkcountynv.gov)

https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/environment_and_sustainability/desert_conservation_program/index.php




Questions? Or Memes?
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